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Proposal for Teaching with Technology Initiative
Educational Psychology 402 – Child Development for Educators
Educational Psychology 402 is a senior undergraduate course in human growth and development. It has been designed for students in the Faculty of Education who have completed the majority of the course work and field experience in the B.Ed. or B.Ed. (A.D.) degree. It is not expected that students have any background in the area of child and adolescent development. EDPY 402 would also be appropriate for students in other faculties who have completed a degree and are considering graduate work in the Department of Educational Psychology.
Readings and lectures in EDPY 402 will emphasize theoretical and practical physical, cognitive, psychological, moral, social and emotional development of school-age children. In this course the focus is on typical development, not the personal or clinical problems often associated with specific ages and stages. 
Learning Outcomes

At the end of this course each student should be able to:

· Assess the strengths and weaknesses of various child development theories

· Be able to apply developmental theories to educational practice

· Become familiar with the various research methods for studying infants, children and preadolescents

· Actively participate and contribute to class discussions based on assigned chapters and readings.

· Compare and contrast theories of child development and their application to the field of education

· Demonstrate knowledge and comprehension of child development concepts and their links to practical and applied issues

· Evaluate controversial topics on Childhood and Society and contribute to in class debates

This course is a good candidate for the Teaching with Technology Initiative as part of the challenge of this course is integrating information delivery with meaningful activities into a larger course (50+) with students that often have very diverse degrees of background knowledge in child development.  
I propose to use the facilities available in the Telus Centre in the following ways:
· Use the break out rooms and wireless capacity for group work using laptops. This work can then immediately be shared back in the classroom via the dual digital projection system in the tiered classroom. 

· Use the dual digital projection system for class activities that occur concurrently with video lectures from guest speakers and video clips of children in different contexts. This will allow me to pose relevant questions for students to discuss and subsequently share with the remainder of the class.
· Use the wireless capacity to present Web resources. I am planning to use WebQuests as part of several structured activities within my course, therefore, Internet access is necessary. Also, a portion of my course looks a at issues concerning children and technology such as cyber-bullying, the use of wikis and blogs in education, alternate educational contexts such as home/virtual schooling  and social network systems. The wireless capacity will allow me to demonstrate a range of technologies including WebCT and Elluminate.
· Use the student response system to generate discussion on controversial issues in Child development. As this is, in some ways, both a survey course and an advanced study course, I have traditionally incorporated a second textbook, which presents current controversies in child development. Some of these topics have psychological and social issues connected to them that students may be reluctant to share their opinions about in a large class. I am hoping that, at the outset of exploring each of these controversies, initial use of the student response system will allow me to introduce and generate more discussion within the classroom as students will be able to state their initial opinions anonymously.
· Digital Video Cameras and Video editing hardware and software. An important part of the study of child development is to observe children in context. In this class, I would like to assign the students a task that requires they observe a child  and record and edit a video that demonstrates some key issue in child development (e.g., language acquisition, social interaction during play, parent –child interactions).
Course Evaluation

The evaluation of the course activities would involve several sources of data. Quantitative data analysis would include a comparison of appropriate IDQ items across this course and previous sessions of this course. We will also be asking students to submit their thoughts and reactions about the use of various technologies. This will occur within three categories of activities: debriefings, focus group sessions and a final questionnaire. The debriefings will occur six times throughout the term through very short activities (5-10 min.) after the use of each technology. We will explain the purpose of a given method of using a technology and ask for student’s written opinions on its effectiveness and value. 
